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Admiral Byng.
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ie nation has long been satisfied that his life was sacrificed to ic political fervour of the times. In the vault belonging to ie Torrington family, in the church of Southill1, in Bedford-lire, there is the following Epitaph upon his monument, which have transcribed :
' TO THE PERPETUAL DISGRACE
OF PUHLIC JUSTICE, THE HONOURABLE JOHN BYNG, ESQ.
ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE, FELL A MARTYR TO POLITICAL •*                   PERSECUTION,
MARCH 14, IN THE YEAR, 1757;
WHEN BRAVERY AND LOYALTY
WERE INSUFFICIENT SECURITIES
FOR THE LlFE AND HONOUR OF
A NAVAL OFFICER.'
Johnson's most exquisite critical essay in the Litcrary Maga-<nc, and indeed any where, is his review2 of Soame Jenyns's vquiry into tlic Origin of Evil. Jcnyns was possessed of vcly talents, and a style eminently pure and easy, and could :ry happily play with a light subject, either in prose or verse; ut when he speculated on that most difficult and excruciating ucstion, the Origin of Evil, he 'ventured far beyond his depth3,' ncl, accordingly, was exposed by Johnson, both with acute •gument and brilliant wit. I remember when the late Mr. ickncll's humourous performance, entitled The Musical Trails of Joel Collyer\ in which a slight attempt is made to diculc Johnson, was ascribed to Soamc Jqnyns, 'Ha! (said ahnson) I thought I had given him enough of it.'
cla cst incontestable, lui rdpliqua-cm ; mais clans cc pays-ci il cst bon 5 tucr dc temps en temps un amiral jur encouragcr les autrcs.1 Can-'dc, ch. xxiii.
' See post,  June   3,   1781, when oswcll went to this church. " Johnson reprinted this Review in small   volume   by   itself.   , Sec jlmson's Works, vi. 47, note. 3                      ' I have ventured,
Like   little   wanton   boys   that swim on
This many summers in a sea of
glory, But far beyond my depth.'
Henry VIII. Act iii. sc. 2. 4 Musical Travels through England, by Joel Collier [not Collycr], Organist, 1774. This book was written in ridicule of Dr. Barney's Travels, who, says his daughter, ' was much hurt on its first appearance.' Dr. ' Burncy's Memoirs, i. 259-
Hise thus mingles sense and nonsense :—' Though tea and gin have spread their baneful  influence  over this island and his Majesty's other dominions,  yet   you   may  be   well assured  that  the  Governors of the Foundling Hospital will exert their utmost skill and vigilance to prevent the children under their  care from being poisoned, or enervated, by one or the other.'   Johnson's Works, vi. 26, 28.
